
So you’re shopping for a flute? Here are some things to keep in 

mind… 

• There are a lot of brands out there nowadays. Many of them are quite reputable, but thanks to 

Amazon there has been a flood of low-quality brands onto the market. They are susceptible to easy 

denting and/or breaking, sometimes unrepairable, often with little or no quality control measures, and 

may or may not even sound like they’re supposed to. Please stick to the following brands: Yamaha, 

Haynes, Jupiter, Pearl, Allora, Armstrong, Azumi, Blessing, Gemeinhardt, Selmer, Prelude 

• A good condition used flute will play just as well as a brand new flute (sometimes better?) at a fraction 

of the cost.  

• A used flute from the above brand list is 10,000% preferable to an Amazon flute advertised as “Band 

Director Approved,” “Professional,” “5-star” or other misleading advertisements at approximately the 

same cost. 

• Like cars, instruments sometimes require maintenance. However, a well taken care of instrument 

requires very little maintenance. A well maintained instrument will play just as well as a new 

instrument, barring any serious damage to the body of the instrument. In some instances, a used 

instrument plays better as new ones can sometimes need a lengthy breaking in period. 

• Facebook Marketplace is a great resource for flute shopping; be open to driving a short distance to 

save some money and still get a quality instrument. BUT, the parents you may buy from may not be 

educated in WHAT they’re selling. If they say it’s professional, or gold, or solid silver, or a great school 

instrument, keep in mind they’re likely not professional musicians and may not be qualified to make 

those claims. 

 

So you’re shopping for a Clarinet? Here are some things to 

keep in mind… 

• There are a lot of brands out there nowadays. Many of them are quite reputable, but thanks to 

Amazon there has been a flood of low-quality brands onto the market. They are susceptible to easy 

denting and/or breaking, sometimes unrepairable, often with little or no quality control measures, and 

may or may not even sound like they’re supposed to. Please stick to the following brands: Yamaha, 

Buffet/Crampon, Backun, Jupiter, Leblanc, Vito, Selmer, Bundy (older) 

• A good condition used clarinet will play just as well as a brand new one (sometimes better) at a 

fraction of the cost.  

• A used clarinet from the above brand list is 10,000% preferable to a new clarinet advertised as “Band 

Director Approved,” “Professional,” “5-star” or other misleading advertisements, at approximately the 

same cost. 

• Like cars, instruments sometimes require maintenance. However, a well taken care of instrument 

requires very little maintenance. A well maintained instrument will play just as well as a new 

instrument, barring any serious damage to the body of the instrument. In some instances, a used 

instrument plays better as new ones can sometimes need a lengthy breaking in period. 

• Facebook Marketplace is a great resource for clarinet shopping; be open to driving a short distance to 

save some money and still get a quality instrument. BUT, the parents you may buy from may not be 

educated in WHAT they’re selling. If they say it’s professional, or gold, or solid silver, or a great school 

instrument, keep in mind they’re likely not professional musicians and may not be qualified to make 

those claims.  



So you’re shopping for a Trumpet? Here are some things to 

keep in mind… 

• There are a lot of brands out there nowadays. Many of them are quite reputable, but thanks to 

Amazon there has been a flood of low-quality brands onto the market. They are susceptible to easy 

denting and/or breaking, sometimes unrepairable, often with little or no quality control measures, and 

may or may not even sound like they’re supposed to. Please stick to the following brands: Yamaha, 

Bach, Conn, Schilke, B&S, XO, Getzen, King, Holton (older), Blessing, Besson 

• A good condition used trumpet will play just as well as a brand new one (sometimes better) at a 

fraction of the cost.  

• A used trumpet from the above brand list is 10,000% preferable to a new trumpet advertised as “Band 

Director Approved,” “Professional,” “5-star” or other misleading advertisements, at approximately the 

same cost. 

• Like cars, instruments sometimes require maintenance. However, a well taken care of instrument 

requires very little maintenance. A well maintained instrument will play just as well as a new 

instrument, barring any serious damage to the body of the instrument. In some instances, a used 

instrument plays better as new ones can sometimes need a lengthy breaking in period. 

• Facebook Marketplace is a great resource for trumpet shopping; be open to driving a short distance to 

save some money and still get a quality instrument. BUT, the parents you may buy from may not be 

educated in WHAT they’re selling. If they say it’s professional, or gold, or solid silver, or a great school 

instrument, keep in mind they’re likely not professional musicians and may not be qualified to make 

those claims. 

So you’re shopping for a Trombone? Here are some things to 

keep in mind… 

• There are a lot of brands out there nowadays. Many of them are quite reputable, but thanks to 

Amazon there has been a flood of low-quality brands onto the market. They are susceptible to easy 

denting and/or breaking, sometimes unrepairable, often with little or no quality control measures, and 

may or may not even sound like they’re supposed to. Please stick to the following brands: Yamaha, 

Conn, Bach, Shires, Jupiter, King, XO, Getzen, Eastman, Olds 

• A good condition used t-bone will play just as well as a brand new one (sometimes better) at a fraction 

of the cost.  

• A used t-bone from the above brand list is 10,000% preferable to a new one advertised as “Band 

Director Approved,” “Professional,” “5-star” or other misleading advertisements, at approximately the 

same cost. 

• Like cars, instruments sometimes require maintenance. However, a well taken care of instrument 

requires very little maintenance. A well maintained instrument will play just as well as a new 

instrument, barring any serious damage to the body of the instrument. In some instances, a used 

instrument plays better as new ones can sometimes need a lengthy breaking in period. 

• Facebook Marketplace is a great resource for trombone shopping; be open to driving a short distance 

to save some money and still get a quality instrument. BUT, the parents you may buy from may not be 

educated in WHAT they’re selling. If they say it’s professional, or gold, or solid silver, or a great school 

instrument, keep in mind they’re likely not professional musicians and may not be qualified to make 

those claims. 


